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These trends have additional implications. In China, families traditionally 
cared for their aging parents. Now there is a shortage of care providers due to an 
aging population and the strict controls that have been placed on reproduction. 
The number of Chinese people over age sixty-five is expected to triple by 2050, 
and the mechanisms for their care simply do not exist.17 In contrast, many 
developing countries find themselves coping with a population that is very 
young. (See Figure 2.4.) The median age in Afghanistan is eighteen, and in 
Somalia it is just seventeen; in contrast, it is almost thirty-seven in the United 
States and forty in the United Kingdom.18 The political unrest in the Middle 
East in the spring of 2011 was led by youth, who represent a significant demo-
graphic shift. They are a new generation that has found innovative ways to com-
municate and bring about change.
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Source: “All countries compared for People > Birth rate,” CIA World Factbook, December 18, 2003–March 28, 2011. Aggregates compiled by NationMaster. 
Retrieved from http://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/stats/People/Birth-rate.


